John Raymond Ahlering

August 12, 1940 - January 29, 2024

John Raymond Ahlering, 83, beloved husband, daddy, grampy, brother, uncle,
cousin, and friend, left for a sweet reunion with his late wife, Beverly Jean
Ahlering, on Monday, January 29, 2024. Over the past year, he enjoyed many
joyful moments with family, friends, and loved ones while fighting stage four
colon cancer. John was a resident of The Village at Holiday Health Care in
Evansville, and he leaves behind a legacy of cheer, great humor, and an
esteemed career based on the principle that "the customer is always right."

"Johnny" was born on August 12, 1940 in Evansville to the late Raymond, Jr.
and Mary Ellen (Spicer) Ahlering. He loved trains, planes, and motorcycles,
and as a boy often made a beeline to the trainyard after Sacred Heart mass
instead of returning to school next door. He graduated from Mater Dei High
School in 1958 and earned his Bachelor of Science in business and
engineering at the University of Evansville. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in
1960 and was a Seaman aboard the USS Macdonough during the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

John met his wife Bev on one of his field service engineer calls at International
Business Machines Corporation (IBM). They married in 1973, were active in
Evansuville's Corpus Christi Parish, and had three girls. They moved the family
to North Carolina in 1984 through an IBM opportunity. The Ahlerings
embraced their new beginnings in Charlotte and hosted international



exchange students throughout the girls' middle and high school years. In
2005, John and Bev pursued their dream to live on the South Carolina coast.
They enjoyed beachside living with their two dogs, Tucker and Tess, and
made many memorable visits to their daughters on the West Coast and in
London, England.

John led various software product development efforts in his career at IBM
before branching out to become the proud owner of his own successful
enterprise, Coastal Technology Group. John’s personal charm as a technology
sales representative to the energy and transport industries forged countless
business and personal relationships. John particularly loved his time
partnering with RDM Industrial Electronics, attending trade shows, and
networking with like-minded, innovative businesspeople. In retirement, he
continued his lifelong commitment to Rotary, and became a business coach
and mentor through the Evansville SCORE program.

John will be remembered by his daughters as a loving and ever-present,
compassionate father, who was at times a softie, but at other times a stern
curfew enforcer. His integrity, ethical conscience, solid guidance, and
mischievous cheer have left a lasting impression in the lives of his family and
many beyond. His six grandchildren will remember his warmth, humor,
cuddles, and signature phrases like "You better shape up or ship out!" and
"Let's get ready to rumble!"

Surviving John are his three daughters and their husbands, Beth Anne
Gibbeson and John Dominic of London, England, Joyce Marie Brake and
Adam of White Salmon, Washington, and Jane Ellen Ahlering Burtt and
Marshall of Davie, Florida, and his grandchildren, Albert and Finlay Gibbeson,
Garrett and Beverly Brake, and Ada and Lena Burtt. John was like a brother to
many, including his cousin Mike Hess, Beverly's four brothers, and the
Feldhaus brothers with whom he grew up. More recently, John met Rachel



Price of Carbondale, lllinois, and the two enjoyed football games, concerts,
travel, and a wonderful compatibility in his final year.

In addition to his parents, John was preceded in death by his beloved wife of
37 years, Beverly (Jung) Ahlering, in 2010.

There will be a Mass of Christian Burial held a 10:00 AM on Monday, February
5, 2024 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Rev. Christopher Droste officiating.
Burial will follow in St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, where the Vanderburgh
County Retired Veterans Memorial Club will conduct military rites.

Friends may visit with the family from 1:00 until 5:00 PM on Sunday at Pierre
Funeral Home, where there will be a memorial service conducted by the
church at 4:00 PM. Friends may also visit from 9:30 AM until service time on
Monday at Sacred Heart Catholic Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the St. Boniface
Parish in Evansville or to SCORE Evansuville.

Condolences may be made online at www.pierrefuneralhome.com.



Cemetery Details

St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery

2500 Mesker Park Drive
Evansville, IN

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 4. 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

Pierre Funeral Home

2601 West Franklin Street
Evansville, IN 47712

(812) 423-6471
info@pierrefuneralhome.com
https://www.pierrefuneralhome.com

Memorial Service

FEB 4. 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM (CT)

Pierre Funeral Home

2601 West Franklin Street
Evansville, IN 47712

(812) 423-6471
info@pierrefuneralhome.com
https://www.pierrefuneralhome.com


mailto:info@pierrefuneralhome.com
https://www.pierrefuneralhome.com/
mailto:info@pierrefuneralhome.com
https://www.pierrefuneralhome.com/

Visitation

FEB 5. 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
2701 W. Franklin Street
Evansville, IN

Mass of Christian Burial

FEB 5. 10:00 AM (CT)

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
2701 W. Franklin Street
Evansville, IN



Tribute Wall

Pierre Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of John
Raymond Ahlering

Pierre Funeral Home - February 03, 2024 at 11:18 AM

Pierre Funeral Home - February 03, 2024 at 11:06 AM



John and | became friends as two little preschool boys and
neighbors living and growing up in the country on Red Bank Rd
west of Evansville. Full of curiosity and adventure, the distance
between our parents' houses and the huge surrounding wooded
area was ours to explore. So many memories. But life's roads lead
us in different directions following graduation from Mater Dei HS in
1958. However, one subject continued to keep us connected.
"Irains". Beginning with toy trains, Lionel Trains, watching trains at
Howell Yards of the L&N RR, model railroads, and during the last
decade, Virtual Railfan on the internet. The later taking us to
locations around the USA as we watched at the same time on our
home computers.

The breakfast buddies at Denny's will sorely miss his smile, stories,
and friendship. With heavy heart and sadness, we say goodbye to
"Johnny" and our sincere sympathy to his family. Bob "EIf" and Sally
Elfreich.

Bob & Sally Elfreich - February 01, 2024 at 02:56 PM
| was sorry to hear about Johnny his wife Beverly and | were good
friends and my Uncle Bud Kerney were related. My prayers go to
the Family. and | truly miss his Dad Raymond Ahlering

Sandy Worthington - February 01, 2024 at 02:50 PM
Mike & Marian Hess purchased the Peaceful Whi

te Lilies Basket for the family of John Raymond
Ahlering.

Mike & Marian Hess - February 01, 2024 at 11:19 AM
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Dear Family, John A. and ‘'my' John were computer-world buddies
from

back in IBM days, forward. We always enjoyed our visits, and his
sense

of humor. What a great photo of him - just as | remember him -
friendly

and smiling. Please know | am holding you close to my heart in
sympathy,

prayers, and love. Jane Schroeder

jane schroeder - February 01, 2024 at 11:11 AM

Jane, your Atkins family mourns with you in your loss.

Robin Barnes - January 31, 2024 at 10:36 PM

Delika Steele sent a virtual gift in memory of
John Raymond Ahlering

Delika Steele - January 31, 2024 at 07:37 PM



