
Robert H. Kaffenberger
January 31, 1934 - April 15, 2017

Robert “Bob” H. Kaffenberger, age 83, passed away Saturday, April 15, 2017.
He was the youngest and fifth child born to Timothy H. and Elnora C.
(Niemeier) Kaffenberger on January 31, 1934 in Mt. Vernon, Indiana. He
attended St. Matthew School in Mt. Vernon and graduated from Mt. Vernon
High School in 1952. He married his high school sweetheart Velva Gholson on
May 30, 1953. 

 

Bob served in the U.S. Army from 1956 to 1958, serving with the 85th Infantry
Regt.(1125), 10th Infantry Division and stationed at Ft. Ord, CA for six months
and eighteen months in Bamberg, Germany. He retired from Whirlpool Corp.
in 1989 after 33 years of employment. 

 

Bob was a member of Corpus Christi Catholic Church for 56 years where in
past years he had served as Vice President & President of the Men's Club,
sang in the choir and volunteered for many activities. He was also a member
of the West Side Nut Club for 45 years and valued the many friendships he
made through the club. He was a member of the USI Varsity Club and served
on the Varsity Club Board for two terms and enjoyed volunteering for many
events. He was a member of the Whirlpool Management Club for many years.

Bob's favorite hobby was fishing. He also enjoyed watching the many birds
around his bird feeders, gardening, and working on his lawn and flowers. He



enjoyed his family most of all, especially attending the many activities of his
children and grandchildren. He and Velva loved music, dancing and traveling. 

 

Bob enjoyed watching the St. Louis Cardinals, the Indianapolis Colts and was
a big fan of college basketball, especially the USI Men's & Women's teams
and was disappointed when he was no longer able to travel to out of town
games because of health reasons. 

 

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, sisters Martha Kuhn and Marylou
Curtis, a brother LaVern Kaffenberger and nephew Ben Curtis. 

 

He is survived by wife Velva (Gholson) Kaffenberger, a daughter Karen
Schenk (Brian) of Evansville and their children Dr. Meghann Schenk (Dr. Jeff
Hotaling) of Baton Rouge, LA, Mallory Eickhoff (Mitchell) of Augusta, GA and
Matthew of Reno, NV; a son Kent Kaffenberger (Madonna Waters) of
Evansville and his children Abbigail Moog (Ryan) of Overland Park, KS,
Nicklaus Kaffenberger and Lucas Kaffenberger (Brittany) of Evansville,
Madonna’s daughters Andrea Chambers (J.W.) and their children Madison
and Nolan and Sydney Kissinger of Evansville. He is also survived by brother
Timothy Kaffenberger (Jean) of Wildwood, FL and sister-in-law Phyllis
Kaffenberger of Evansville, and sister-in-laws Barbara Fritz of Dallas TX,
Delores Elder of Grayville, IL, Joyce (John) Robinson of St. Louis, MO, Vicki
Gholson of Evansville and brother-in-laws Bill (Mary) Gholson and Tom
Gholson of Harrisburg, IL and many special cousins, nieces and nephews. 

 

The family would also like to extend a special thank you to Vicki Gholson and
LeAnn Bixby for their special care of Bob. 

 

There will be a Mass of Christian Burial held at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, April
20, 2017 at Corpus Christi Church, Rev. Claude Burns officiating. Burial will
follow in St. Joseph Cemetery. 



Friends may visit with the family from 2:00 until 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday at
Pierre Funeral Home, 2601 W. Franklin Street and from 9:30 A.M. until service
time on Thursday at Corpus Christi Church. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the Robert & Velva
Kaffenberger Accounting Scholarship payable to USI Foundation, 8600
University Blvd., Evansville, IN 47712 or the West Side Nut Club Scholarship
Fund, P.O. Box 6032, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719. Envelopes
will be provided at the funeral home. 

 

Condolences may be made online at www.pierrefuneralhome.com.
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St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery

2500 Mesker Park Drive
Evansville, IN
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Pierre Funeral Home - April 18, 2017 at 12:24 PM

Pierre Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Robert
H. Kaffenberger

January 16, 2023 at 06:53 PM

Robert H. Kaffenberger

Tim Buecher - April 20, 2017 at 10:07 AM

Velva, We are so very saddened to learn of your great loss. May
God be with you, and give you peace and strength. You and Bob
have always meant a lot to us, and I hope you know we are with you
and your family both in thought and in prayer. As are many, many
others. Take care, my friend, and God be with you and your family,
today, and always. -Doris and Tim Buecher

JD

Jeff Doyle - April 21, 2017 at 04:05 AM

So sorry for your loss Velva. What a great man. I will keep you in my
prayers. 

 Jeff Doyle.
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JANE REEL - April 20, 2017 at 06:51 AM

Velva- My sympathies go out to you and your children &
grandchildren with the passing of Bob. You two were such a cute
couple when I knew you at USI. I worked in Student Activities in the
office suite where you were in Career Services. I happened to be in
Evansville and saw Bob's obituary. Love never dies. Jane (Watson)
Reel

Mark York - April 19, 2017 at 05:09 PM

Kent, our family is thinking of you during the loss of your Dad. We
are praying that God will comfort you and your family. 
With our deepest sympathy, 

 Mark, Anne, Chris and Jesse York

Cindy Erwin - April 19, 2017 at 10:40 AM

Velva, you and I worked together many years ago when I was in
USI Student Activities under Barry Schonberger. I'm very sorry to
see that Bob has passed--my thoughts and prayers are with you. 

  
Cindy (Eskew) Erwin



JE

Jimmy Elder - April 18, 2017 at 11:06 AM

Uncle Bob was a kind of a "Cedar Post" in the Extended Gholson-
Faris Family clan (large!) - great memories. Alway sitting back kind
of quiet (smoking his pipe).........calm, organized - quick to laugh -
comments with a slighly dry sense of humor, but with a twinkle in his
eye. Our Granpa was like that too. For me, Aunt Velva and Uncle
Bob were always my family symbal of stability. He also grew the
best Blackberry Patch I ever saw. We will miss our "Uncle Bob" very
much! Everyone knows where he will be at from now on. Jimmy
Elder

KB

Karen Benke - April 18, 2017 at 11:38 PM

Bob Kaffenberger was one of my foremen at Whirlpool in 1978, he
always had a smile on his face and probably one of the best dressed
foremen in the whole plant. He was fair and the nicest foreman I ever
worked with

 Rest in Peace 
 Prayers for the family at this time of loss

 Karen Benke

Pierre Funeral Home - April 18, 2017 at 10:44 AM
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